PASTORAL

Term 1

The Call of God — Do You Have It?

The first step in pursuing a pastoral ministry is to recognise whether or not you are truly called to it.  This class helps the individual to realise his/her calling.

The Role of a Shepherd – Shepherd versus Hireling

The relationship of a pastor to his congregation is vital for the success of a ministry.  What is the motive of ministry?  Do I have the heart of a pastor?  These questions, along with many others, are discussed in this class.

Dealing With People and Equipping for Ministry

People skills are of utmost importance for the effective pastor.  Training people for ministry is the goal of the church.  How to effectively accomplish this task is the focus of this class.

Sermon Preparation and Study Methods

In depth study and preparation is a must for every pastor.  Over the course of four weeks, this class will give students detailed means of effective study.

Term 2

The Ministry of An Evangelist

This class features another facet of the Five-Fold Ministry.  It also teaches the importance of the relationship between pastors and evangelists.

Conducting Services and Altar Calls

To lead a service in the most effective manner takes practice and preparation.  To lead a congregation to respond to an altar call also requires skill and experience.  This class explores the various aspects of these two vital facets of pastoral ministry.

Dealing With Special Needs People

Many challenges face the church in effectively reaching people with special needs.  The 21st century church is faced with a myriad of opportunities to expand the local church’s sphere of influence in this area.

Multi-Tasking/Time Management

Every pastor faces the challenge of time and covering all the demands placed on him/her.  Effectively managing time and multi-tasking is of vital importance to each leader.  Tools and techniques teach the student practical ways to excel in these areas.

Pioneering

There is a vast difference between pastoring an established church and starting a church.  Pioneering has both its joys and sorrows.  This class helps students to recognise which type of calling they have.

Weddings and Funerals

How to conduct weddings and funerals is a vital aspect of a pastor’s ministry.  How to effectively conduct each event is discussed and resources are suggested.

Dedications and Baptisms

Every pastor realises the importance of baby dedications and baptisms.  Learning how to efficiently and effectively administer these special spiritual rites is the focus of this class.

Term 3

Church Finance

Wise stewardship is of vital importance to the credibility of a church.  This class will hope students to understand efficient methods of the recording the income and disbursement of church finances.

Balancing Ministry and Family

Many a leader has fallen into the trap of neglecting his family.  It is of utmost importance for the pastor to keep a balance between the church and his home.  Practical ways and means to accomplish this are the areas covered in this class.

Counselling/Personality Traits

Understanding the various personality types enables leaders to effectively communicate with those they endeavour to lead.  This class helps prospective pastors to know how to deal effectively with each individual.

Expanding Your Ministry to Other Leadership Roles

Successful pastors are called upon to expand their ministry to other places and positions.  It is important to keep a balance in the many responsibilities a leader may find himself/herself called upon to fulfil.  Wise management of time and talents is the focus of this class.

Ministering in Difficult Circumstances

Longevity and perseverance are two hallmarks of effective ministry.  An understanding of the importance of long-term commitment, regardless of the circumstances, will help prospective pastors grasp the totality of their call.

The Role of the Second Man

Not everyone will find themselves in the top ministerial position in a church.  In no way does this take away the effectiveness of a person’s ministry.  Many are called, but few are willing, to take on the ministry of the second man.  This class will clarify the vital role that this position plays.

TOTAL CLASSROOM HOURS:  44

Additionally, students will be given ample opportunity to preach and lead services in various churches.

